Another Link in the Chain

Below is a briefing presented to many candidate members of the Class of 2014 prior to their arrival at the Academy on Induction Day.

All members of the Class of 1964 want to congratulate you and your parents for considering the USNA as your University of choice.  
On July 1st, you will become members of the most distinguished and respected class of college students in the United States: Midshipmen of the United States Naval Academy. You will also become members of the greatest fraternity in the world as officers of the Navy and Marine Corps.  The goal of my class and every other class that has gone before you is to assist the Academy create, in you, the very best leaders of not only the Naval Service, but of society as well.  You are our future.

The Another Link in the Chain Program is a unique program designed to develop relationships and form bonds between generations of Naval Academy Alumni. The program’s events bring together our two classes with a 50-year bond, and they demonstrate the tradition of respect that exists between Naval Academy graduates.  We will remind you that you are a part of a bigger, extended brigade of more than 52,000 living graduates, who you will represent as you serve on active duty.
We will help you anchor your Class’ legacy with the Academy. From Induction Day through Commissioning, we’ll be with you monitoring your progress throughout your four years at the Academy and offer you advice and mentoring whenever we can. We’ll bring to you real life examples of personal character we experienced during our Navy and Marine Corps service.  

In 2000, a new tradition at the Academy was initiated when the Class of 1950, in celebration of their 50th anniversary of graduation, presented gold Ensign/2nd Lt bars inscribed ’50-’00 to the newly commissioned officers of the Class of 2000.  The program has grown considerably since.
Key events of the program include:             

Key ALITC Events

· Induction Day Welcome Aboard Picnic for Parents and families.  The Class of ’64 will co-sponsor this picnic with the Alumni Association. 
· Induction Day Oath of Office Ceremony:  Our Classmates will attend and witness your becoming Midshipman.
· Honor Coin presentation affirming Honor and Commitment:  At the end of Plebe Summer, we will give you an Honor Coin as a physical reminder of the values you are affirming, and it will serve as a link between our two classes.  We’ll provide a speaker for that ceremony.  The coin will identify four key elements expected of each Midshipman and Navy and Marine Corps officer:  Honor, Courage, Commitment, and Ethical Leadership.  
· Participation in the Bonds of Gold program:  ’64 will donate Academy rings and miniatures to be melted down and incorporated into the gold for ‘14’s rings.  After you receive your rings, this bond will become a physical one, as each ring will hold a small portion of the gold from our Class’ rings. This ceremony has become a highly anticipated event for Midshipmen and Alumni alike.
· 2/C Ring Dance:  We will be with you when you receive your class rings.  I guarantee you that you will wear them proudly throughout your lifetime just as every other graduate in this room does.
· 1/C Graduation/Commencement:  And perhaps our proudest moment will be when we personally present gold ENS/2nd LT bars engraved with ’64-‘14 on the back to each graduating Midshipman as you descend from the dais.   We will all wish you Fair Winds and Following Seas. 
In conclusion, the Class of 1964 would now like to take this opportunity to provide to each prospective Midshipmen your first bit of Naval Academy training.  Will all the members of the Great Class of 1964 please rise and state with me:  GO NAVY – BEAT ARMY!
